Netware-compatible components Q&A





What Netware connectivity pieces are you showing today (at Brainshare)?


We are showing the Netware-compatible client for Chicago and other Chicago features developed to make Chicago seamlessly interoperable with Netware.





Did MS write these or did Novell?


All of these components were written by Microsoft.





Why isn't Novell writing these?


Novell is writing their own client for Chicago, and we are helping and encouraging them in this effort.  We would be thrilled if Novell’s 32-bit client shipped at the same time as Chicago





Why did you write your own Novell client?


We developed a 32-bit Netware-compatible client as an insurance policy for customers.  To succeed Chicago must be a no-excuses upgrade for Netware customers.  While Chicago is completely backwards compatible with Novell’s existing client software, we know that lack of a 32-bit Netware-compatible client is a significant barrier to adoption.  We learned this lesson the hard way with Windows NT.





Why would a customer use Microsoft’s client with a Novell server?


Customers don’t have to use our Netware-compatible client since Chicago is completely backwards compatible with Novell’s existing client software.  Some users will find that level of compatibility quite acceptable.  However, some won’t accept using a 16-bit, real-mode network client with a 32-bit, protect mode operating system.





What reasons are there for using your client instead of Novell’s existing client?


It’s entirely up to the customer to decide.  Our Netware-compatible client is 32-bit, zero-footprint, very fast, supports long file names on the server, and supports Plug and Play.





Are you cooperating with Novell on Chicago?


The Chicago developers speak regularly and frequently to their counterparts at Novell.  In fact, Novell gets as good or better support than any other Windows ISV.





Is it legal for MS to clone Netware components?


We don’t clone.  What we’re providing is pretty straightforward:  the compatibility with Netware that customers require before even considering Chicago.  Again, we would be thrilled if Novell’s 32-bit client shipped at the same time as Chicago.








