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Microsoft Announces Microsoft Access Upsizing Tools

Provides Upsizing Path to Microsoft SQL Server for Users of Microsoft Access;�Combines Ease of Use of Microsoft Access With High-End Performance of SQL Server

	REDMOND, Wash. — Oct. 10, 1994 — At yesterday’s Access Advisor Conference and Exposition, Microsoft Corporation announced the Microsoft® Access Upsizing Tools, an add-in product for the Microsoft Access database management system (DBMS) version 2.0.  These �tools will allow users of Microsoft Access to convert, or “upsize,” a portion or all of their �Microsoft Access-based database into a Microsoft SQL Server™-based database.  Once upsized, the database is then accessible from both Microsoft Access and Microsoft SQL Server, enabling Microsoft Access-based applications to take advantage of the high-end performance of �Microsoft SQL Server while still retaining the ease-of-use features of the Microsoft Access user interface.

	“Microsoft is committed to providing users of Microsoft Access the tools needed to evolve their databases as their performance requirements increase,” said Roger Heinen, senior vice president of the developer division at Microsoft.  “The Microsoft Access Upsizing Tools were designed specifically for client-server developers, protecting their investments in Microsoft Access and allowing them to migrate to the high-performance environment of Microsoft SQL Server.”

	With these tools, Microsoft Access can also be used as an application-prototyping tool for client-server developers.  Microsoft Access can be used to prototype the user interface and design of an application.  The application can then be upsized to use Microsoft SQL Server as the server database, giving the application the benefits of the high-performance environment of Microsoft SQL Server.

Upsizing Tools Features

	The key features of the Microsoft Access Upsizing Tools are an Upsizing Wizard and a Browser Tool.  

	The Upsizing Wizard allows users to upsize their Microsoft Access-based databases into Microsoft SQL Server-based databases.  The Microsoft SQL Server tables are then attached to Microsoft Access as remote tables.  These upsized tables are then accessible from both the client platform, using Microsoft Access, and from the server platform, using Microsoft SQL Server �(or any other tool that can work with SQL Server-based databases).  The application created in Microsoft Access, including its forms, queries and reports, will continue to function as before, except that the latter are now bound to the server data.  The Microsoft Access Upsizing Wizard performs the following functions:

Upsizes Microsoft Access-based tables, relationships, indexes, rules, defaults and counters into a SQL Server database.

Creates an alias query allowing all forms and reports to operate without modification.



	The Microsoft Upsizing Wizard needs to be invoked only once for the actual upsizing.  Once a database has been upsized, it can be accessed by any user of Microsoft Access as a remote table.

	The Microsoft Access Browser Tool allows users of Microsoft Access to access a Microsoft SQL Server database from a “client-server container” created in Microsoft Access.  The Browser Tool enables users to perform the following functions:

Ad-hoc SQL queries

Create new objects

Modify existing objects

Delete or rename objects

Create or modify tables

Run procedures (users are prompted for parameters)

Browse results of tables, views and procedures

More on Microsoft Access 2.0

	Microsoft Access is the first desktop database to offer a single database solution for all levels of users, from end users and power users to developers.  More than 300 new and updated features in Microsoft Access 2.0 make it easy to use while still providing the tools to create custom database applications.  Version 2.0 of Microsoft Access offers unprecedented ease of use for both end users and developers in managing and presenting data, a fine degree of control for application development, tight integration with other Microsoft Office business productivity applications, and enhanced connectivity to back-end data sources.

	Microsoft Access can be used as a standalone database, in a file-server configuration, or as a front-end client to LAN-based databases, such as Microsoft SQL Server, Oracle® DBMS or SYBASE® SQL Server.  Microsoft Access can be acquired separately or is available in the Microsoft Office, Professional Edition.  Since the initial introduction of Microsoft Access in November 1992, Microsoft has shipped close to 3 million units of the award-winning product worldwide.

Availability and Pricing

	The Microsoft Access Upsizing Tools are scheduled to be commercially available in October for approximately $99 (U.S.).

	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.
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