Industry Prepares to Plug and Play With Windows “Chicago”�Record Numbers of Attendees, Vendors Mark Windows Hardware Conference


	SAN FRANCISCO — Feb. 23, 1994 — Record numbers of attendees and exhibitors are gathering at the 1994 Windows Hardware Engineering Conference (WinHEC) opening here at the Moscone Center today.  Leading personal computer hardware companies are showing their strong commitment and support for Microsoft�SYMBOL 210 \f "Symbol"� Windows�SYMBOL 212 \f "Symbol"� “Chicago,” the next major release of the Microsoft Windows operating system version 3.1, and for the industry’s Plug and Play architecture specifications by demonstrating products that have already been built especially for them.  Together, Windows “Chicago” and Plug and Play will enable a new generation of PCs that offers unprecedented ease of use.


	WinHEC is the second major milestone in the industry’s yearlong preparation for Windows “Chicago.”  The first was the Professional Developers Conference in mid-December in Anaheim, Calif., which drew more than 5,000 software developers to in-depth technical sessions on software design.  Attendees received a developer release of Windows “Chicago” that enables them to begin serious work on the next generation of 32-bit desktop applications.  WinHEC is the corresponding conference for hardware and systems designers, where key decision makers among hardware and systems vendors learn technical details to provide optimal support for Plug and Play in Windows “Chicago.”  Early supporters of Plug and Play in Windows “Chicago” also are demonstrating their wares in the trade-show section.


	More than 1,000 leaders in the personal computer hardware industry are attending WinHEC, making this third annual conference the largest ever.  More than 30 companies including system manufacturers, add-in card vendors, BIOS developers, system software developers and semiconductor manufacturers demonstrated Windows “Chicago”- and �Plug and Play-compatible products.  The number of exhibitors is up 67 percent over the number of companies exhibiting last year. 


	“Hardware and systems vendors recognize the design flexibility Plug and Play gives them and the great leap in usability Plug and Play and Windows ‘Chicago’ offer PC users,” said Paul Maritz, senior vice president, systems division at Microsoft.  “Adoption of Plug and Play with Windows ‘Chicago’ demonstrates how quickly and decisively the industry can move to cooperate on open standards that benefit manufacturers, developers, solution providers and end users.”


	Also at the conference, developers are receiving the latest information on hardware and drivers for Windows “Chicago,” Plug and Play specifications, and a hardware compatibility test that will help ensure a computer’s full support for Plug and Play.  The test, included in the Windows “Chicago” prerelease development kits, automatically tests a computer’s Plug and Play components — including SCSI boards, storage devices and displays — and confirms that they offer the configurability options and functionality required by the Plug and Play specification.


	Plug and Play is a technology developed by leading PC hardware and software vendors to dramatically improve the ease of setup and use of PCs.  It allows users to add or change hardware and software components, with the computer automatically adapting to the new configuration without any action required by the user.  It also enables dynamic reconfiguration, such as sensing when a user removes a portable PC from a network and automatically resetting the machine so the user can continue to work offline.  Plug and Play allows customers to change their hardware and system setups quickly and easily to meet their business or personal computing needs, while reducing the cost of development and support of new PC devices.  


	Speaking at WinHEC this week are executives from Microsoft, Compaq Computer Corporation, Intel Corporation and Microprocessor Report.  Microsoft Chairman and CEO Bill Gates will address the conference on Thursday.


	The three-day technical WinHEC provides industry participants with information and access to the technologies, component products and vendors needed to build the best possible systems for the Microsoft Windows operating system.  New to the conference this year is a series of forums addressing specific technical challenges facing hardware designers.  Each forum presents in-depth analysis and innovative design solutions.  


	Technology Forum topics include peripheral devices and PCMCIA, networking and server technologies, audio and video technologies, advanced interfaces, telephony, advanced memory and cache subsystems, mobile systems, and advanced displays.  Seminar topics include selection of CPUs for Windows-based PCs and servers, device drivers for Windows and Windows “Chicago”; device drivers for the Windows NT�SYMBOL 212 \f "Symbol"� operating system, and introduction to Plug and Play architecture.


	WinHEC 94 is sponsored by Microsoft, Intel Corporation and Ziff-Davis Publishing Co.


	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.


#########


Microsoft is a registered trademark and Windows and Windows NT are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation.   





Editor’s Note:  Windows NT is a trademarked product name.  Please do not abbreviate to NT.
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